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Marylen Kappes 
Fragments of a Cage Cup from Grenoble: Technological 
Elements 
Some cage cup fragments were discovered during the 
excavation of the Eglise Saint-Laurent, an early Chris-
tian church in Grenoble, France. These fragments came 
from a cup that was broken before it was completed. 
Several aspects of the fragments - the upper border of 
the network, the position of the bridges, and the texture 
of the surfaces - were studied in a comparative analysis 
of the two predominant hypotheses regarding the manu-
facture of cage cups. It was possible to demonstrate that 
the vessel from Grenoble was made by grinding a thick-
walled blank, thus confirming the hypothesis supported 
by the frequent experiments of Josef Wetzel. 
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