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Project AMALRIC WALTER. The rediscovery of the pate de verre

General inforrnation Project

AMALRIC WALTER 2™ February - 12" May 2013

The rediscovery of the pite de verre Glass Museum, Murano

The secrets and creative innovations associated with pate de verre, one of the most ancient and
unusual ways of working glass, is examined in @ major exhibition dedicated to the French artist, Amalric
Walter (Sévres, 1870 — Lury-sur-Armon, 19550 and his artistic production, with an unprecedented and
comprehensive range of works,

Already mastered in the past by Egyptians, Phoenicians, Greeks and Romans, and also known to the

great glassmakers of Murana, this technigue lived through a new flourishing period in France between the
end of the 19th and start of the 20th century, at a time of great change in the visual, decorative and plastic
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Museo del Vetro, Venedig: Amalric Walter, Pate de verre, Februar- Mai 2013
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Building and histary Museum

The Glass Museum The Glass Museum

The origins ofvenetian glassmaking The Murano Glass Museum was founded in 1881 when the darkest period in the
history of Murano glassmaking had been overcome, following the fall of the
Republic of San Marco ( 1797) and the subsequent years of foreign rule. Antonio
Calleoni (1811-1855) who was then mayor of the island and Abbot Vincenzo Zanetti
(1824-1883) — an enthusiast regarding the art of glassmaking — were able to get the
town Council to approve the idea of setting up archives consisting of any available
infarmation in order to map out the history and life of the island. The museum
expanded faster than the archives due to the fact that a large number of glass
pieces made on the island over the centuries as well as conternparary objects were
donated by the ownwers of the glass factories which had started working again in
the second half of the 15th century with renewed vigour. In 1862 Vincenzo Zanetti
alzo started up a school which was annexed to the museum and attended by the
glassworkers on their days off. They studied design as well as past examples of
blown glass conserved there. Following the fusion of Murano with “enice
Wunicipality in 1923, the Glass Museum became part of the Venetian Civic
Museurns. In 1932 its collections were put in order under the guidance of Giulio
Lorenzetti and Mino Barbantini who adopted more modern criteria regarding dispaly
technigues. The museurn's collection was further expanded by the addition of the
Carrer, Cicogna and Molin Collections which include, among other things, the most
beautiful Renaissance pieces in the museum. The Archeological Heritage
Department was responsible for setting up the archeological section whose most
outstanding exhibits come from the necropolises of Enona (Zara). Except for
occasional purchases, even today additions are nade to the museum's collection
thanks to donations made by the island's glassworks which enrich, above all, the
contemporary collection.
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The origins of'enetian glassmaking The palace was the ancient residence of the hishops of Torcello, It was originally a

patrician's palace in typical Flamboyant Gothic style, and then in 1659 it became
the residence of Bishop Marco Giustinian who later bought the property and
donated it to the Tarcello diocese. This was the period when extensive rebuilding
wag carried out, based on plans by Antonio Gaspari. When in 1805 the Torcello
diocese was abolished, the palace passed into the hands of the “enice
Patriarchate which in turn sold it to the Murano Municipality in 1848, and it
hecame the town hall. When the museum and archives were established in 1861,
they were both housed in the central room on the first floor. However, the rapid and
steady growth of the collection made it necessary to find more space and so
gradually the museumn occupied the whaole building. After the autonomous Murano
Wunicipality was abaolished in 1923 and was\annexed to Wenice, the museum
became part of the Wenice Civic Museums. Today, the ceiling of the large central
roorm (or portego) on the first floor overlooking thr Grand Canal in Murano testifies
the original splendour of the palace with an 18th century fresco by Francesco
Zugnao (1709 — 1789) depicting the allegory of the Triumph of San Lorenzo
Giustinian, the first patnarch of Wenice (1381 — 1455), ancestar of the family which
radically altered the building in the 17th century. Francesco Zanchi (1734 —1772)
alzo collaborated with Zugno by completing his work with architectural details. The
frieze with the coat of arms of Murano families is modern. Of the three large
chandeliers, the central one with B0 branches deserves particular attention. It was
made by Giovanni Fuga and Lorenzo Santi and presented at the first Murano
Glass Exposition in 1864 where it was awarded a gaold medal.
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Amalric Walter, Die Wiederentdeckung der Pate de verre

Die Geheimnisse und kreativen Innovationen, die mit Pate de verre verbunden sind, einem der altesten und ungewd&hn-
lichsten Wege der Bearbeitung von Glas, werden in einer grofien Ausstellung untersucht, gewidmet dem franzdsischen
Kinstler Amalric Walter (Sevres, 1870 - Lury-sur-Arnon, 1959) und seiner kiinstlerischen Produktion, mit einer bei-
spiellosen und umfassenden Palette von Werken.

Bereits in der VVergangenheit beherrscht von Agyptern, Phéniziern, Griechen und Rémern und auch von den groRen
Glasmachern von Murano, erlebte diese Technik in Frankreich eine neue Bliitezeit zwischen dem Ende des 19. und
Anfang des 20. Jahrhunderts, in einer Zeit grof3er Veranderungen in der visuellen, dekorativen und bildenden Kunst. Es
war in diesem Zusammenhang, dass Amalric Walter nach vielen Versuchen und Experimenten, teilweise auf der Basis
der Studien und Veroffentlichungen solcher VVorgénger wie Henry Cros und Albert Dammouse, bei der Suche nach dem
geheimnisvollen ,,.Bindemittel* erfolgreich war, das eifersuichtig von den Meistern bewacht wurde,.
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Es gibt tber 450 Objekte zu sehen, chronologisch geordnet, die die gesamte Produktion des Kiinstlers und die mit dieser
speziellen Technik in Angriff genommenen unterschiedlichen Themen umfassen. Sie werden begleitet von Papier-
dokumenten, Original-Fotografien, Unikaten und Objekten mit religidsen Symbolen, in denen die besondere Alchemie
seiner Arbeit entsteht, geformt von SiiRe, Meditation, Phantasie und Farbe.
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Catalogue

The online catalogue offers access to the significant historical, artistic and natural heritage database preserved in the
“anice Civic Museums. Currently there are alrmost 50,000 files, created in accordance with the Central Institute of
Catalogues and Documentation of the Ministry for Cultural Heritage standards, and it is being continuously updated by the
Cataloguing Centre of Fondazione Musei Civici di Venezia by the scientific personnel in the individual museums.

The database enables 3 levels of research (Simple, Advanced and Structured) through which it is possible to identify
and display the catalogue card, in surrmary form, of atworks, photographs, drawings and prints.

To consult solely the Glass Museum catalogue it is necessary to use the Structured Research and select
exclusively Museo Vetraio on the menu filtro raccolta options.
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